2021 Membership Message from CEO ACTA Paul Gilbert Sent to All Clubs
I apologise in advance to those clubs that are diligently doing the right thing here.
That prefaced, it has come to our attention that a number of shooters have been
gaining admission into ACTA competitions being conducted by Affiliated Clubs with
those shooters being unfinancial for 2021, and worse, in some cases, not having been
members of this Association since as far back as 2015! Please be reminded that it
is a condition of ACTA Club affiliation that Club, Zone, State and National events
REQUIRE shooters that wish to participate in any ACTA competitions to be current,
financial ACTA Competition members, (no exceptions granted). Also, just a point of
clarification: please don’t mistake the 1 January to 28 February timeframe to be a
“grace period” … it is not! … on 1 January the unpaid membership become
unfinancial and on 1 March the unpaid membership becomes “lapsed”. While
unfinancial, membership renewal can still occur. Once lapsed, they need to rejoin as a
new member.
Membership fees, (while considered an impost by some), need to be charged and
collected for one very valid and proper reason … to meet the real costs that are
associated with the delivery of membership services and benefits that exclusively
advantage the Association’s members. Put more simply, people who are not members
are therefore not entitled to those exclusive membership benefits, (for example,
access to ACTA Member-only competition), and should not be provided any access to
any member benefits unless they have made their membership subscription. Without
membership fees, Clubs, Zones, States and the National Office would not be able to
meet the operating costs that deliver the membership products and services. These
include: utilities, administration, compliance, licencing, business registration,
competitions, land rates, sewer charges, assets and asset replacement, mortgages,
equipment maintenance, facility upkeep, security, insurances, advocacy,
representation … the list goes on.
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On the flip side, IF membership subscriptions were being collected from every
participant, this would eradicate the situation
where financial members currently subsidise the involvement of and benefits
being “gifted” to non-members.
On a much more serious note, imagine a scenario where a club deliberately and
knowingly allows a shooter that is not a member to participate in any event
alongside their ACTA members. In the event that the non-member causes an
accident to occur and any member is forced to lodge a claim, please be crystal
clear that in this situation, your access to ACTA Associations (liability) insurance
will automatically be voided and claims will be met by the club. It also goes
without saying that members would take very unkindly to losing competition
prizes to a club-admitted participant who is subsequently found to be a nonmember, and therefore not entitled to compete.
While on the subject of Insurance, a number of clubs appear to be of the
opinion that an easy way around the “non member / not insured” problem is for
a shooter to not have to become an ACTA Competition or Recreation member
and for the Club to just take out its own P/L insurance. This is totally irrational
and just costing the club money while bolstering the coffers of the insurance
agents. Why duplicate, (or in the case of dual affiliate clubs, triplicate),
insurance policies when the ACTA and other Affiliate organisation have already
paid for and provided blanket coverage for all of our State’s, zone’s and club’s
Associations, (Liability and Indemnity), Accident, and, (in our case), Firearms
insurances? Furthermore, just imagine the insurers having a field day and
pushing claims on to the next entity (or even worse, dishonouring them
outright), when a contentious claim comes up. The easiest way out here is
to require the shooter to join the Association that provides their preferred
discipline and then comply them with that decision. In the “dual club
affiliate” space, what we’re also currently seeing is a situation that is
tantamount to a Rugby Union registered player deciding to play an occasional
game of Rugby League with a sister club without registering with the NRL, the
administrator turning a blind eye, and both hoping they won’t get caught.
Imagine the ramifications if an injury occurs or an opponent is hurt and the
guilty parties pretend that the incident occurred legitimately, or worse still,
try to back-date an NRL membership to falsify access to insurance coverage!!!
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The remedy to the situation is simple:
Make sure that only financial ACTA Competition members are allowed to
enter your ACTA competitions. (If an ACTA Recreation Member, it’s always
practice targets only – NO COMP ALLOWED)!
If an unfinancial member from your club wishes to enter a competition,
make sure they pay their 2021 membership subscription BEFORE they are
allowed to participate
If a visitor from another club wishes to compete at your club, please ensure
that they have joined their ACTA-affiliated club as a financial ACTA
Competition member before admitting them to the competition. This can be
by way of checking the ACTA Database, witnessing a current 2021 member
label on their shoot book, or if renewed very recently, an official tax invoice
from their club. The upcoming ACTA Member’s phone app will also act as
proof of membership when it becomes live in the next few months. (Really
NO excuses for missing this step).
If using MCMS and an “unfinancial” message appears, if they cannot produce
proof of recent membership, (see point above), politely decline the shooter
from nominating and request that they re-join the Association to reenable
their access to member competition benefits.
We hope that this will be the last communication we need to have regarding
clubs accepting nominations from non / lapsed / unfinancial / recreation-only
members into ACTA Full Member competition events.
CEO ACTA Paul Gilbert
From G.C.C.T.C.
Please note that in accordance with this directive all shooters nominating for
Gold Coast C.T.C. competitions must produce 1. Their Firearms Licence 2.
Their ACTA Book and CURRENT Year Sticker. If you are a Recreational Member
please remember that you must produce your Firearms Licence, 2021 Green
Card and you are eligible for targets only.
If you have recently paid your membership at another club, please bring proof
of payment to our shoots if you have not received your new sticker or green
recreational shooter card.
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Editor’s Apologies:
The last newsletter contained a
couple of mistakes.
One was the surname of our junior
Matt DENSON (not Dunstan) and
the other was the inclusion of BBQ
Lunch in the sporting program.
Apologies for both of those
mistakes.
(The editor is trying hard to be
sacked from the position but the
response from the committee has
been “ You need to stay
there until you get it right!”)

New Club Shirts:
New club shirts are available
to be ordered from now. Thanks to
Simon Bright for organising these.
Shirts of various sizes will be
available at the club for trying on.
Shirts are available in both short and
long sleeves.
Order form attached to this
newsletter and orders can be paid for
by credit card and sent to the email
listed on the order form or at the club
bar area.
Please note – This is a pre-order and
when sufficient numbers
are received, an order will be placed
with the supplier and delivery will be
three to four weeks after. The first
pre-orders close on 14 March 2021
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March Shooting Program
Sporting

Trap

Skeet

Olympic Trap

7th March

3rd March
Night Shoot
75T Event

21st March

21st March

150 Targets
4 Events

100 Targets
2 Events

Event 1. 50T
BYO Lunch
Event 2. 50T

14th March
125T Trap

8.30 Register
9.00 a.m. Start

Noms 8.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m. Start

Noms 8.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m. Start

Noms 8.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m. Start

Must have current
ACTA registration

Must have current
ACTA registration

Must have current
ACTA registration

Must have current
ACTA registration
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Shooters Unite!
In Support of the Gold Coast Clay Target Club
We are the largest clay target
club in Queensland with a
membership of just over 425
members, with a management
committee of 16 elected
members of which 9 have been
singled out and unfairly
punished by improper
procedures and bias.
A complaint was made against
the committee to the
association, the association
then implemented a Jury to investigate said complaint. Then a ruling was handed down
without consultation or a right of reply against 9 members of our committee they are
as follows:
3 members of the committee suspended from the association for 3 years, 4 members
suspended from the committee of the Gold Coast Clay Target Club for 2 years and
finally 2 of our level 2 coaches stripped of their coaching credentials. These penalties
were effective immediately and information sent out to clubs to prevent our members
from shooting.
We are left with no other course of action after giving them several opportunities to
reconsider their actions to proceed with legal actions.
So, we are asking for all shooters to unite and if humanly possible to lend a hand to
help us fund the fight for justice and our right to eliminate bullying and oppression
from the sport. If this can happen to a club of our size what could happen to a smaller
clubs if we don’t stand up and say enough is enough!
If you would like to donate click the link - https://gofund.me/a40df1c2
Thank you for your support.
The Gold Coast Clay Target Club Committee
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The club recently hosted a
surprise birthday bash for
popular junior Sonny
Kleinschmidt. He was joined
for the event by his mates
from the junior squad and a
couple of very keen adults
who are considering joining
our club after such a great
time. Thanks to Bill McCarthy,
Tracey Ashton, Brad Park and
the club for facilitating the
event.
Junior shooters and some parents enjoying Sonny’s surprise birthday party shoot.

The GCCTC Welcomes
Commonwealth Games and Olympic
Team Members:
The GCCTC recently welcomed Rich
Sammon, the National Coach for the
Australian Olympic Team, Laetisha
Scanlan and James Willet to our club.
These Olympic and Commonwealth
Champions visited for a few days of
training and a meet and greet with
some of our GC members, who also
had the opportunity to shoot with
these elite shooters.
Laetisha had a photo opportunity with
the Bauman Cup that her Dad, Bernie
Scanlan won in 2005. She said that
she would love to come back and have
a go at putting her name on the same
Trophy in 2022
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Laetisha on the podium with The Bauman Cup
won by her Dad in 2005.
We would like to thank these athletes and their
Coach for their sportsmanship and generous
good company. They are true ambassadors for
our sport and all of Australia. We’ll all be
watching them at the Tokyo Olympics in
October.
A big thank you to Rich Sammon and Shooting
Australia for the sponsorship for our 2- Day
Trench Shoot in May 2021.

Looks like our Olympians like Queensland lollipops too! (Courtesy Shane Weeden.)
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One of our juniors Aaron Tynan was
seen almost jumping out of his skin
after shooting his first, perfect score
of 25/25 in practice on Saturday 20
February. No doubt he will always
remember this milestone. Aaron did
admit being nervous on the last five
targets but got thereby
concentrating on one target at a
time. Mum Tracey meanwhile, will
need to breathe and not hold her
breath while her son is shooting –
lucky it was only 25 targets! She did
manage a new club high jump record
at the end of the 25!
Well done coach Bill McCarthy too.
Late mail - another 25/25 was
achieved February 27! Keep up the
great work Aaron.

Donna Beck also had a personal best
20/25 on the same weekend. Donna
tried a strap on the shoulder, recoilreducing pad for the first time. The
reduction in felt recoil certainly helped
and the pad also made the stock of
her firearm fit that little bit better too.
Recoil and gun fit – two important
factors for all good scores. Well done
Donna. We look forward to seeing you
in competition soon.

Rumour has it that a certain, very well
known Gold Coaster is trying to get a
Life Membership to the Pawpaw Club
to save on his regular contributions.
Could someone ask Gold Coast Joe if
this is true?

Donations for Junior Shooting: This initiative is going great. The latest contributor
is Aaron Knowles. (Desert Rat Ammunition) who renewed his membership of GCCTC
and kindly donated a slab of low recoil to our juniors on the weekend. Thanks Aaron.
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Upcoming Major Shoots for Your Calendar:
March 12/13/14 Toowoomba Trap Carnival. Program attached.
April 17/18. Gold Coast CTC Two Day Skeet Carnival.

Program to follow.

May GCCTC Annual Olympic Trench Carnival. Program and dates to follow.
June 4/5/6 Gold Coast Clay Target Club Two and a Half Day Sporting Carnival
– 4 June SXS Event, 5 June 100T, 6 June 100T. Incorporating SE Zone Team
selection. Full program to follow.
(Sponsors are still needed for this event. If you can help please contact Kev
Seeney or John Hockings.
October 28/29/30/31 2021 Australasian Police and Services National Clay
Target Championships. Full program in CTSN and to follow.
November 6 – 14 Pan Pacific Masters Games. Program to follow
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